
 

  

The Messenger 
April 2016 

Coffee with 

the Pastors 
April 3  

4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.  
(See page 9) 

YOUTH  
SUNDAY 

April 17 

(Youth Led Worship) 

Blessing of 
the Animals 

April 24  

3:00 p.m.  

(Save the Date!) 

UMW Sunday 
April 10  

(See page 4) 

Copyright © 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing 

Prayer Vigil 
for General  
Conference 

April 10  
(See page 3) 



 

2 

Food for Thought 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Last month in this column I gave an overview of the upcoming General Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church, the top legislative body of our denomination, which will meet on May 10-20 in Portland, Ore-
gon.  This month I address some of the Major Issues that will face delegates to this quadrennial meeting. 

Human Sexuality:  

Human Sexuality is a major issue delegates have addressed at every General Conference since 1972.  
This year numerous annual conferences and other groups are petitioning General Conference on the denomi-
nation’s stance and statements on homosexuality.  Many propose either removing or adding less-restrictive 
language to the Social Principles.  Others call for upholding the current language and denominational stand-
ards regarding homosexuality.  Some, such as the Texas Annual Conference, propose maintaining the present 
stance while offering “more gracious language.”  (The Virginia Annual Conference voted at its session in June 
2015 to send a petition to General Conference to delete the sentence found in ¶161F of the 2012 Book of 
Discipline that states, “The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.”) 

The Connectional Table (the denominational body that is tasked with discerning and articulating the vision 
for the church) has voted a compromise legislative proposal that will be before the 2016 General Conference.  
It would remove prohibitive language from the Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making minor 
changes to existing Social Principles.  The proposal would allow United Methodist clergy to perform ceremo-
nies that celebrate same-sex unions if they wish, but no clergyperson would be required to do so.  The pro-
posal would also remove being a practicing homosexual or performing same-sex wedding ceremonies from 
the list of chargeable offenses for clergy.  In addition, the proposal removes language saying that the church 
does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers it incompatible with Christian teaching, while 
recognizing this has historically been the church’s position. 

Abortion:  

Several petitions ask The United Methodist Church to withdraw from membership in the Religious Coali-
tion for Reproductive Choice.  Two petitions from Indiana call for seeking common ground and supporting 
adoption. 

Restructuring the General Church:   

Delegates will consider a number of proposals to restructure the ministries of the general church.  Several 
proposals focus on the Connectional Table.  However, a proposal that has drawn perhaps the greatest 
amount of attention is Plan UMC Revised, which aims to restructure the church’s general agencies.  Key com-
ponents of Plan UMC Revised are:  It gives the Connectional Table new authority to elect top executives for 
United Methodist Discipleship Ministries and the general boards of Global Ministries, Church and Society, and 
Higher Education and Ministry following nominations by the agencies’ boards; and it gives the Connectional 
Table authority to evaluate agencies and agencies’ executives based on how they direct the flow of energy 
toward vital congregations and carry out the mission of the church.  (The Connectional Table, consisting of 
clergy and laity elected through jurisdictional and central conferences, is “where ministry and money are 
brought to the same table to coordinate the mission, ministries, and resources of The UMC” – Book of Disci-
pline ¶ 901).  It eliminates the General Commission on Archives and History and moves its function to the 
General Council on Finance and Administration.  It elimi-
nates the General Commission on Religion and Race and 
the Status and Role of Women and moves their work to a 
new Connectional Table committee called the United 
Methodist Committee on Inclusiveness. 

Next month I will conclude this series on the General 
Conference with several other major issues delegates will 
deal with in May.  Please be in prayer for the General Con-
ference and The United Methodist Church.  That’s all for 
now from “Food for Thought.” 
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

Spring is here at last!  This is the time of year to put away the sweaters, throw open the windows, and 
welcome the sun.  Trees and flowers are blooming, the birds are nest building, and new life is all around us.  
What a glorious time this is in God’s creation.  God sees that it is good indeed! 

April is a great time to reflect on the gift of God’s creation, and not just because its beauty is so evident 
in this season.  April 22 is the annual celebration of Earth Day, when environmentally concerned persons in 
more than 190 nations hold events to raise awareness and develop strategies to protect the earth.  Although 
it is a secular celebration, Christians have a special call to honor the gift of our planet.  Jesus reminds us in 
Luke Chapter 12 that we are to be the loyal servants, “faithful and prudent managers”, having stewardship 
over the household until Christ returns.  Our faith gives us a special obligation to care for a world that has 
only been lent to us, not as our possession, but as our sacred trust. 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church is proud of its commitment as a green church.  Our green  
committee helps us as we strive to minimize our use of non-renewables, recycle all that we can, and use the 
most responsible products that we are able.  You notice that on Sundays we use real cups, not disposable!  
Even our new sanctuary renovation included more energy efficient lighting.  The actions may be small, but 
the commitment is real.   

This is also a great time of year to consider implementing some simple changes in your home to better 
reflect your care for God’s creation.  As part of a program of spring cleaning you can replace any remaining 
incandescent light bulbs,  invest in a new reduced flow shower head if your home is older, check that your 
fireplace damper is closed, and even cut down on your flow of paper mail by switching your accounts to e-
billing.  Start a new habit by turning off the water when you brush your teeth, skip the heavy rinsing of dish-
es before you use your dishwasher, choose to have vegetarian meals one night a 
week, or even save water by sharing a shower with your spouse.   

We are God’s good creations — and we are entrusted with God’s good creation.  
The choices that we make not only have an impact on us, but on our children and 
generations to come.  To live as people of faith is to demonstrate our care with all the 
choices we make.  Simply being aware of our impact and making a conscious decision 
to live more gently, more frugally, and more faithfully is a simple step towards a better 
world for all of God’s children.  What a wonderful way to celebrate springtime! 

Prayer for General Conference 

 

The United Methodist Council of Bishops has invited each annual conference to designate one day to hold 
a prayer vigil for General Conference.  Bishop Young Jin Cho has selected Sunday, April 10, to be the day for 
the Virginia Conference prayer vigil.  On the morning of April 10, you are invited to our church chapel to offer 
prayers in support of our Virginia Delegation and the work of the General Conference.  Members of our pray-
er team will be available to provide prayer resources. 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
April 2016 – UMW Circle Meetings 

UMW Book Club 
The April meeting of the UMW Book Club will be held on Monday, April 11 at 7:00 

p.m. at the home of Karen McPherson (3296 Reade’s Way).  We will be reading and 
discussing, It’s Easier to Reach Heaven Than the End of the Street: A Jerusalem Mem-
oir, by Emma Williams.  This book is in the Education for Mission category of the 
UMW Reading Program.  All are invited and welcome.  For more information, please 
contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617). 
 

Happy reading! 

Olive Casey Circle 
Monday, April 4 at 9:30 a.m. in the church 

den.  The program will be members  
sharing Easter experiences.  We will also 
highlight resources from the 2016 UMW 

Program Resources book. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle 
Tuesday, April 5 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  

Betty and Walter Whitehurst, former  
United Methodist missionaries to Chile,  

will speak about their work there.  Lunch 
will follow at a local restaurant. 

 

Jean Craig Circle 
Tuesday, April 5 at 1:30 p.m. in the  

Activities Room at Brookdale (formerly 
Chambrel). 

 

Susanna Wesley Circle 
Wednesday, April 6 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 

309.  Bonnie Knizatko will present the  
program.  Circle members are asked to 
bring one non-perishable food item for 

FISH. 

Friendship Circle 
Monday, April 11 at 10:30 a.m. in the 

church den.  The program will be stories 
and pictures from Peggy Hook about her 

recent mission trip to the Carolina  
Honduras Health Foundation. 

 

Carol Scott Circle 
Tuesday, April 12 at 1:00 p.m. in the 

church den.  Cheryl Orr is responsible for 
the program. 

 

Sisters-In-Faith Circle 
Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 
309.  The program will be presented by 
Rev. Max Blalock and students from the 

Wesley Foundation. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle 
Tuesday, April 19, at 10:30 a.m. in the  

Williamsburg Landing Main Building in the 
auditorium (on the kitchen side).  

Hasbrouck Hughes will speak about schools 
and colleges of the United Methodist 

Church. 

WUMW Sunday 
April 10 

 

UMW York River District Mission Event 
on Racial Justice 

April 16 at 9:30 a.m. at St. James UMC in 
Hampton 

WUMW Candle Burning Service 
April 23 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

WUMW Board Meeting 
April 25 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

 

VA Conference Spiritual Life Retreat 
April 29-May 1 at Blackstone 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Candle Burning Ceremony & First General Meeting for 2016 
 

Saturday, April 23 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will host a candle burning ceremony on Saturday, April 23.   
This time of coming together is an opportunity to honor and remember loved ones.  Your donations will allow 
our candle to burn one second for each 60 cents donated.  ALL donations support UMW worldwide missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, share 
a litany, and hear a mission update. 

Please join us for our first WUMW General Meeting this year.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
you may still donate to this worthwhile cause, and your loved one’s name will be honored or remembered at 
the ceremony.  Forms are available from Virginia Morgan, circle leaders, or the church 
office.  Forms will also be in the church bulletin on April 3, 10 and 17.  Please attach 
contributions to the form and leave them in the Candle Burning box in the church office 
by April 18.   

If you would like to display a picture of the people that you are honoring or remem-
bering, please contact Virginia Morgan or bring the pictures the morning of the ceremo-
ny to include in the display.   

Light refreshments will be served at the ceremony.  If you have questions, please 
contact Virginia Morgan (565-6162). 

The Silver Saints (50-
plus) will meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall at noon on 
Wednesday, April 13 for 
a pot-luck lunch.  We are 
looking forward to our 
guest speakers, Richard 
and Peggy Soulen.  They 
will share highlights from their recent travels to “the 
‘Stans”.  Please bring a dish to share, $1 for the 
chicken and food items for FISH.  All are welcome! 

Questions?  Contact Art & Loretta Heezen 
(lorettaheezen@gmail.com). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

The next breakfast 
meeting of the United Methodist 

Men will be Saturday, April 
2, at 8:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  It will be a 
full breakfast catered by 
Chris and Lynn Heath and 
the cost is $7.00.  The 

speaker will be Doug Cummings who will talk about 
the Revolutionary War.  For reservations, contact 
Charley Skillman (258–4930). 

Many people who are suffering, experiencing life crises, or are otherwise in need 
of support need someone to listen to them confidentially.  A Stephen Minister can 
provide that support. 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
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How To Facebook 
 

(and stay safe with things like Twitter,  

Snapchat, Instagram and more) 
 

Tuesday, May 3 in Wesley Hall  

6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.  
 

I saw some scared faces at our recent Safe 
Sanctuaries Training when we started talking about 
the wonders and pitfalls of the Interweb.  The Net 
now moves and changes so quickly it can be hard to 
keep up. 

We’ve all heard of Facebook and probably know 
enough about Twitter to know that it’s not about 
the sound birds make, but did you know about My-
LOL.com?  No, nor me, until recently.  It’s an online 
dating site.  For teenagers.  I’m just going to leave 
that one there . . . 

So after talking to the scared faces, some older, 
some younger, I’m putting together an evening I’m 
calling “How To Facebook” that will cover among 
other things: 

 Privacy online – how to set your privacy 

levels on Facebook, etc. 

 What’s What – a (very) quick guide to 

some of the apps that teenagers are using 

 Staying Safe online – how to avoid most 

of the nasty things out there online 

 Downtime – why and how we need to dis-

connect from our devices. 

This will be open to anyone, starting at 6:00 
p.m. and finishing no later than 8:00 p.m.  Drinks 
will be available, dinner is not provided but please 
feel free to bring something to eat if that’s going to 
help you get there.  There will also be time for 
questions and conversation.  

We’ll meet in Wesley Hall on Tuesday May 3 - 
the City Council elections are on and using the Fel-
lowship Hall as a voting place so you can vote on 
your way to the event downstairs! 

If you have any questions or topics you’d like 
me to cover, please let me 
know beforehand so I can 
try and cover as many of 
them as possible. 

Thank you, 
 

Andy Glascott,  

WUMC Youth Director 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

 

A  
Wedding Invitation! 

 

You may have heard the rumor that  

I’m getting married in May . . .  

It’s definitely true!  Amie and I met  

a little over a year ago and will be  

getting married at WUMC on  

Saturday, May 14 at 2:00 p.m.   

There is an open invitation for anyone  

in the WUMC family to join 

us as we worship and celebrate our  

marriage that day.  There will be a  

reception, organized by the youth  

group, in the Fellowship Hall  

afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Thanks for Another Successful Sweetheart Banquet! 
 

Many generous volunteers and supporters made the sixth annual Sweet-
heart Banquet a success!   The diners enjoyed an elegant evening of mouth-
watering cuisine by Mary Liz Sadler, who donated both her services and the 
cost of food.  I sincerely thank her and her kitchen assistants, Kelli Mansel-
Arbuckle, Cathy and Bob Ripley, David Kershner, Mark and Jennifer Phinney 
and Rita Welty.  Others who lent a helping hand are greatly appreciated: Bill 
Herman, Joe and Melissa Cantrell, Sam Sadler and our church’s wonderful cus-
todians, William Jones and Lionel Taylor and Administrative Assistant, Lianne 
Koch.  

The meal was served by Early Childhood Music School faculty members:  Paulette Amory, Carrie Baker, 
Ginger Barr, Tamara Carver, Norma Champion, Cindy Freeman, Kathy Parisi, Tram Phan and Sue Sechrist 
who also provided entertainment as the “Singing Servers.”  Additional entertainment by ECMS alumnae, 
Grayson Arthur, Sam Frye, Michael Gibson, Clare Provoncha, Anna Zhang and Samantha Zhang, contributed 
to a most delightful evening.  

A heartfelt “thank you” goes to the banquet committee:  Donna Herman 
(Chair), Deb Barger, Brandyn Baty, Ashley Hendricks, Cassie Morrison and 
Glenith Whitaker (Board Chair) for their outstanding organization and count-
less hours of planning!  Board members supplemented the delicious appetizers 
donated by Food for Thought Restaurant and the Williamsburg Peanut 
Shoppe.  They also sold tickets and assisted with setup and clean-up:  Will 
Bennett, Alison Broaddus, Susan Buck, Tammy and Gerald Bullock, Elizabeth 
Honenberger, Tim McPherson, Norb Smith and Rene Webster.  Because Board 
members underwrote most of the banquet expenses, nearly 100% of the pro-
ceeds will support financially disadvantaged students through the school’s two outreach programs:     

Elliot’s Song annually serves 375 students in Head Start, Bright Beginnings and Child Development Re-
sources.  The net profit from tickets and donations was nearly $3,000.     

Jessie Elizabeth Scholarship Fund annually enables 25 - 30 students to participate in classes at the 
church either tuition-free or at a reduced rate.  The banquet tip bowls generated more than $700 for scholar-
ships!     

I sincerely thank everyone who attended the banquet and everyone who contributed so generously to a 
delightful evening for the benefit of children!        

Cindy Freeman,  

ECMS Director and Executive Director of Elliot’s Song 

Pictured above: Deb Barger (left) keeping 
the appetizer table well-stocked 

Pictured above: Mary Liz (right) and her 
awesome kitchen staff 

Register Now for ECMS! 

ECMS Registration is open for the 2016 — 2017 year.   Children should be 2 
months – 7 years by September 30.  Multiple levels of group piano for adults are 
also available.   

ECMS Registration is open for the Five-day Summer Session, July 18 – 22, 
including “Introduction to Keyboard” for 6- and 7-year-olds.    

For more information or to register, log onto ecms.williamsburgumc.org or 
contact Cindy Freeman mscindy.ecms@gmail.com.     

Early Childhood Music School News 

ecms.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:mscindy.ecms@gmail.com


 

8 

Summer Camp Registration 2016 
 

Fun in the Water Every Day!! 
 

Register now for playgroups for Toddlers (12-24 
months) and for Preschoolers (2-4 years).  Our 
Summer Camp lasts eight weeks, from June 6 — 

July 29.  There is no class 
Monday, July 4 due to the 
holiday.  Registration Fee 
is $40.00.   

Mother’s Day Out 

For more information or to register, visit our website:   
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/kidsstudents/mothers-day-out 

 

Questions?  Contact Juli Zacharias, Mother’s Day Out Director/Teacher (229-1771). 

Fall 2016 - Spring 2017 

Registration  
 

Get Your Toddler Ready for Preschool 
 

We have playgroups for Toddlers (12-24 months 
and 2-3 year olds).  MDO accepts toddlers 12 
months – 3 years old by September 1, 2016.  Regis-
tration fee is $50.  We will need pediatrician and 
emergency phone numbers.  Register Now! 

Search for a New  
ECMS Director 

 
Cindy Freeman, founder and director of our Early Childhood Music 

School for the past 26 years, will be retiring this summer.   The search 
has begun for a new director to continue this outstanding program.  

If you or anyone you know might be interested in this position, please go to  
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/about-us/employment-opportunities. 

Ray, the Glow Worm,  invites you to register for our Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) 2016, “Cave Quest.”  Join us as we “Follow Jesus, the 
Light of the World,” from June 27 — July 1 from 9:00 a.m. — 

noon.  VBS is for any child ages 3-years-old 
through rising 6th grade.  Many volunteers are 
always needed, so you can sign up to help, too!   

Questions, contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771 or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org.  Registration 
and volunteer forms are at Connection Corner 
during the week and in the atrium on Sundays in 
April. 

VBS Registration Underway 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/kidsstudents/mothers-day-out
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/about-us/employment-opportunities
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Did you know that WUMC has a quilt ministry?  A group of us meets the second Thursday of each month 
to put together quilts for Respite Care, the military, the ambulance corps and other nursing facilities in the 
community.  Each month we individually make two squares to contribute to 
the quilt for that month.  Then when we meet we put the squares together 
and tie them off so that a member may bring that quilt home and finish 
it.  We would love to have you join us in this ministry.  Even if you have never 
quilted, we would be happy to teach you.  Consider this an opportunity to 
learn a new skill for free!  And, you will be contributing to the ministry in the 
community.  Our next meetings will be April 14, May 12, and June 16 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Wesley Hall. 

Annual Women's Retreat 
“Walking in the Spirit"  

Saturday, May 21 from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Colonial Heritage Club House, 6500 Arthur Hills Drive, Williamsburg, VA 
 

The event is open to all women.  The cost of the event is $30.00 
which includes lunch and drinks.  Registration is due by May 10.  
Make checks payable to WUMC with Women’s Retreat on the 
memo line.  Registration forms will be available at Connection Corner. 

The keynote speaker will be Mrs. Betty Gray, Community Chapel, 
who is well known for her speaking and Bible study leadership.  Addi-
tional speakers include Mrs. Candy Southern, from Manteo, NC; Mary L. 
Brett-Wright, Psychologist and Board Certified Life Coach; Kathie 
Schweickert, Life Coach; and the Rev. Jeanne Forrest, (AAPC) Pastoral 
Care Specialist.  Please join us! 

Coffee with the Pastors 
 

Are You interested in joining WUMC?  Do you want to know more about our church?  If your answer is 
YES, attend . . . Coffee with the Pastors!! 

Learn more about the church 

Get to know our pastors & church leaders 

Review expectations regarding membership 

The next meeting will be held on April 3 from 4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. 
in the Church Den.    

To sign up, fill out one of the blue invitation cards in the pew rack and 
drop it in the offering plate. 
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ON YOUR BEHALF 
 

The spring Kairos Prison Ministry Retreat occurs April 21 – 24.  We will need congregational support for 
this extraordinary work.  Please watch the Sunday bulletins for news about making cookies and spiritual 
placemats, as well as signing up for a spot on the retreat prayer chain.   

Our congregation often receives notes of gratitude from organizations 
that we help fund through our Local Outreach Work Area.  Throughout 
each year we support FISH with donations of clothing, food and funding.  
FISH was a recipient of our 2015 Advent Offering.  In a note from their 
Treasurer, Mr. Kueser writes, “Your generosity will greatly assist FISH in 
providing emergency food and clothing to those in need within our community.  
We are very proud of the fact that all of our dedicated volunteers serve without financial compensation, and 
that no client has ever been required to pay for services or goods received.  You are certainly to be com-
mended for your concern for the less fortunate.” 

Likewise we received a note of thanks from United Way of Greater 
Williamsburg for a contribution enabling an event that occurred March 7 --
- Hands Together Historic Triangle --- a one-day resource fair for the 
homeless and precariously housed. As many as 300 people attended the 
event looking for assistance and information that will help them work to-
ward self-sufficiency.  A note from Elizabeth Parman, Interim Director of 

United Way, includes, “Thank you for your contribution to this important work and for all you do to support 
our community.”  

Lastly, we hope you saw the letter in the Virginia Gazette thanking our 
church for hosting Warm-Up Williamsburg in our building on January 29.  It is a 
fund-raiser for the Community of Faith Mission, the organization that oversees 
the winter shelter.  More than 360 tickets were sold for the soup-tasting and 
our building was filled to overflowing with happy well-fed folk from across the 
community. 

Well done, Church! 
Your Local Outreach Team   

3E Restoration Update 
 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church is supporting a Friend-In-Need through the 3E Restoration process. 
Our friend is a young man who became homeless last year after he was released from jail.  He’s committed 
to putting his life back together, and we have been working to help him.  He is currently living in a local hotel 
and working two part-time jobs.  His road to self-sufficiency will be much smoother if he has full time em-
ployment and an affordable apartment. 

Do you have an apartment that you can afford to rent at a reasonable rate or as a donation? 

Do you need a hard working and conscientious employee? 

If you can fill either of these requests, please contact Carl Gerhold 
(cgerhold60@gmail.com) or Holley Walling (holleyw@aol.com).  

 

Thank you from Local Outreach 

mailto:cgerhold60@gmail.com
mailto:holleyw@aol.com
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In our church library spring has sprung in the 
arrival of 12 new selections in the UMW Reading 
Program which has as its purpose to expand under-
standing of and participation in God’s mission; in-
crease sensitivity to all human beings’ needs, inter-
ests and concerns; encourage critical thinking about 
issues facing humanity today; grow in understand-
ing of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in con-
temporary life; enhance self knowledge and act 
from that knowledge; and strengthen involvement 
in local and global mission.  In other words, there is 
something for everyone, men and women.  You 
don’t have to be a member of the UMW to check 
out and benefit from the excellent books in this col-
lection.  Because these books are very popular, we 
do ask that you return books by their due 
date.  Included in the new offerings are:  THE 
WEIGHT OF MERCY, in which novice pastor Deb 
Richardson-Moore shares her experience serving at 
a run-down, inner-city church where the homeless 
gathered; I LOVE GROWING OLDER, BUT I’LL 
NEVER GROW OLD says J. Ellsworth Kalas as he 
encourages readers to “make peace with whatever 
you are right now,” learn from the past and then 
move past it; and MISS BRENDA AND THE 
LOVELADIES by Brenda Spahn whose reluctant 
decision to take seven hardened parolees into her 
home, expecting to house but not love them, be-
came a ministry that has helped thousands of wom-
en leave prison for good. 

New for the children is Nancy Tillman’s YOU’RE 
HERE FOR A REASON.  In this beautifully illustrat-
ed book Tillman shares with children how every per-
son matters and fits into life’s big picture.  Our 
thanks to Beverly Tressler for her gift of this book in 
honor of all WUMC’s children. 

April being “Keep America Beautiful” month, also 
featured for the children this month are books on 
the environment and going green.  Take a peek into 
A HOUSE IS A HOUSE FOR ME,  explore THE 
CURIOUS GARDEN, consider how EVERY DAY 
IS EARTH DAY, discover WHERE DOES GAR-
BAGE GO? and how RECYCLE! AND HANDBOOK 

FOR KIDS can make a difference. 

Library News 
Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to 
submit an article for publication in the Messenger, 
the deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  
Articles submitted should be typed or neatly printed, 
limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to 
editing for grammar, spelling and content.  Please 
submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  
Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

UMCOR Health Kits 

The time is here for our yearly UMCOR mission 
challenge as we prepare health kits to help replen-
ish the UMCOR warehouse relief supplies.  In 2015, 
UMCOR distributed kits in the United States and 
worldwide with a value of over $3.1 million, includ-
ing more than 132,000 health kits, 65,000 school 
kits, and 36,000 birthing kits.  

In 2016 our world continues to reel in response 
to major refugee and migration issues as well as 
weather disasters here and abroad.  UMCOR contin-
ues to need health kits and school kits in large 
quantities to help in relief efforts worldwide. 

Our Global Outreach team is challenging us to 
provide 1000 health kits to send to Conference in 
June.  We will begin the first of May, collecting 
money and kit items during the month, ending with 
a major packing event on June 4 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The whole congregation is encouraged to par-
ticipate in this rewarding mission. 

Details will be coming in the May Messenger.  
You may also call  members of the UMCOR Kit 
Team:  

Barb Hamson (259-9782) Terri Morgan (229-2162) 

Peggy Hook (234-0073) “Whenever you read a 
good book, somewhere in 
the world a door opens to 

allow in more light.”   
 

— Vera Nazarian 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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 Hands Together  
 

The fourth annual Hands Together Historic Tri-
angle event was held on Monday, March 7, at the 
Quarterpath Recreation Center.  The goals of Hands 
Together are to help those in need and to build a 
community of compassion through education.  The 
greater Williamsburg homeless and precariously-

housed population were 
m a d e  a w a r e 
of approximately 44 re-
sources that are available to 
them including job applica-
tions, health and legal ser-
vices, food, clothing, bike 
repair, and haircuts.  Over 
150 volunteers, including 
several members of WUMC, 
assisted about 300 people 
with check-in, food prepara-
tion, and navigation among 
the service providers .   

In February a luncheon 
was held for the Music Depart-
ment’s volunteers.  These 
amazing people help keep the 

music library up-to-date, hem robes for the Sanctu-
ary Choir, assign music boxes to new choir mem-
bers, add new music to the choir’s folders, collect 
music the choir has sung, and maintain the Music 
Department’s bulletin board in the hall outside the 
music suite.  Additionally, there are those who ac-
company a variety of choirs and groups around the 
church, and other musicians who work closely with 
me to help the orchestra grow musically and keep 
the orchestra’s music library organized.  It is my 
pleasure to work with each of these people!  On 
Sunday mornings, we play or sing, but so much has 
gone on behind the scenes to make worship move 
smoothly.  Some of these volunteers also help man-
age the production of the Maundy Thursday drama 
as well as the most labor intensive event of the 
year, Handel’s Messiah in December.  These folks 
volunteer countless hours to Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church.  I cannot thank them enough!  
Please join me in thanking those who were celebrat-
ed at our luncheon in February: 

Linda Baker  

Margaret Carlson 

Joanne Elliott 

Bill Herman 

Donna Herman 

Elaine Howell 

Myfanwy Morgan 

Lou Pulley 

Donna Smith 

This list doesn’t include all of the musicians who 
give hours of rehearsal time each week to play in 
the orchestra, play in bell choirs, and sing in the 
choir.  All of these were also celebrated at Christ-
mas.  As these folks lead us in worship, they re-
hearse each piece six to eight weeks before it is 
played or sung in worship.  Our beloved organist, 
Tom Marshall, has spent years studying, teaching, 
and perfecting his craft.  Tom is a valued colleague 
and an incredible asset to Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church!  Many of our members look for-
ward to hearing his prelude and postlude on Sunday 
morning.  He has spent hours bringing these works 
to you, and his playing is an act of worship for him 
and for us.  The Lord is honored as we stop to listen 
to the music Tom brings, which adds to our own 
worship.  Thank you for listening carefully and 
thanking the Lord for the talent God has granted 
Tom and therefore our congregation! 

World Religions Class  

in April 
 

The World Religions Sunday School class will 
be offering a special class on “Sanctifying Grace,” 
beginning on Sunday, April 3 in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  The topics and speak-
ers will be: 

 April 3: “ Grace, Focus on Sanctification,”  

presented by  Rev. Bill Jones  

 April 10: “ Sanctifying Grace as a Witness to 

a Broken World: Social Principles,” presented 
by Rev. David Hindman 

 April 17: “ Sanctifying  Grace — Social Justice 

Issues,” presented by  Bishop Pete Weaver 

 April 24: “ Sanctifying Grace — Social Justice 
Issues:  Racism:  Beyond the Confederate 
Flag,” presented by Rev. Charles Swadley 
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Thank You 
 

Lou and I want to express our deep 
gratitude for the many expressions of 
sympathy and support in the loss of my 
mother, Betty Rice, on February 8.  She 
was a devoted Christian who lived out 
her faith each day throughout her long 
97-year life.  We are thankful to be part 
of this caring congregation. 

  

Carol and Lou Schuster 

Achieving Your Life Purpose 
 

 

A workshop offered by WUMC Associate Member,  
Rev. Jeanne Forrest,  

Pastoral Care Specialist and Life Purpose Coach 
 

Saturday, April 30 from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 
Two Rivers Country Club at Governor’s Land 

 

Did you know that most people only use about 10% of their brain and potential?  Many have lifelong 
dreams that have not yet been fulfilled and most of us aren’t really sure why we are here. 

It is my belief that each one of us, as a child of God, is placed here on earth for a purpose.  

For the past several years I have led classes on “Happiness” and “Living Your God-given Purpose” here at 
WUMC.   

In my own on-going development I have had the privilege of working intensively with Jack Canfield, world 
renowned “Success Coach” and co-creator of the “Chicken Soup for the Soul Series.”   

As an extension of my ministry, I am excited to offer workshops based on the works of Canfield, and oth-
er world recognized leaders in the field of human potential.  

If you register by April 15, the cost of the event is $75 (including lunch).  If you register after 
April 15 , the cost of the event is $97.  

Questions?  Contact Jeanne Forrest (503-3550).  For seminar registration and further details, go to  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/
event;jsessionid=EFCB06CE60543C9E61DC19328574073A.worker_registrant?

llr=v776prwab&oeidk=a07ece2w554bca209aa 

Messy Church Update 
Thank you to all who helped with our March Messy 

Church experience from all our amazing chefs to all of our 
awesome regular volunteers.  We had one of the most suc-
cessful Messy Church evenings as 134 people participated in 
many activities celebrating the coming of Easter and “New 
Life!”  Special gratitude is extended to the Sisters in Faith 
UMW Circle who volunteered their time in the kitchen, with 
crafts, and helping with the 
younger children.  You do not 
want to miss this much fun, so 
join us on Tuesday, April 12 
from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. for 
our next Messy Church when 
we will be learning about and 
celebrating “Prayer.   

For information about Messy Church, contact Cindy 
Banek, 229-1771 or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=EFCB06CE60543C9E61DC19328574073A.worker_registrant?llr=v776prwab&oeidk=a07ece2w554bca209aa
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=EFCB06CE60543C9E61DC19328574073A.worker_registrant?llr=v776prwab&oeidk=a07ece2w554bca209aa
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=EFCB06CE60543C9E61DC19328574073A.worker_registrant?llr=v776prwab&oeidk=a07ece2w554bca209aa
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Understand What Prayer Really Is 
 

Prayer is simply conversation with God.  It’s asking Him to meet your need or someone else’s.  It’s prais-
ing Him and thanking Him.  It’s about committing things to Him and consecrating things to Him.  We need to 
pray about everything and anything.  

I think some people don’t pray much because they don’t understand how powerful prayer really is.  The 
truth is it’s one of the greatest privileges we have as Christians. 

When we pray, we open the door for God to come into our problems and situations and work on them.  
Prayer makes us partners with God.  And while we can’t really change people and make 
them love God, He can minister to their hearts and reach them. 

I also believe that prayer is easier than we think it is.  And it can be so much a part 
of our life that we don’t even realize how much we pray — like breathing.  

 

Taken from Joyce Meyer’s “Simple Prayer . . . Simple Life” 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact Cindy Banek (229–1771)  
or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

WUMC is heavily used Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m., sometimes on Saturday 
and every Sunday. With such heavy use, keeping 
the church clean is a challenge for William and Li-
onel, our wonderful custodial staff who provide their 
services to us via contract.  Their primary responsi-
bility is keeping our more than 70,000 square feet 
of building space clean and ready for use.  Adding 
chairs and pews, windows and doors, sinks and toi-
lets, stairs and walks, radiators and vents, and you 
see how keeping our church clean is a huge task.  

Over time, many people in the church have be-
come dependent on William and Lionel for non-
cleaning assistance.  Helping with tasks that are not 
part of their job responsibilities significantly impacts 
the time they have for cleaning.  For this reason, we 
are re-instituting the policy that requires all requests 
for custodial assistance to first go through Nancy 
Reynolds, church Administrative Assistant (229-
1771 ext. 252).  Nancy will evaluate the request and 

then if doable, 
schedule the work 
at a time that fits 
into the custodial 
cleaning schedule. 
This policy is not 
new.  It worked 
well in the past 

and we believe it will work well now.  Please call 
Nancy as far ahead of time as possible for best re-
sults.  

Do you ever wonder how you might make a 
special contribution to WUMC?  Helping reduce the 
energy and resources used by WUMC (especially 
electricity and water) will make a significant differ-
ence in utility costs.  By cutting off the lights in 
rooms and restrooms that are not in use will save 
significantly.  Also, making sure the water is turned 
off in the restrooms and in kitchens/kitchenettes is 
another effective way to save money and natural 
resources.  

 Lastly for this edition, on behalf of all that de-
pend on the programs and activities of WUMC and 
call this church “home,” a hearty and heart-felt 
“thank you” to our wonderful volunteers who do-
nate their time and talents to keep our facility func-
tioning safely and efficiently.  The myriad of jobs, 
tasks and responsibilities being acted on daily by a 
relatively small number of dedicated member volun-
teers is daunting.  In future articles, we will report 
on examples of the contributions these people are 
making.   

In the meantime, if you are interested in volun-
teering your time and skills, please call me (229-
1771 ext. 355). I look forward to hearing from you! 

A Message from Ed Overton, Facilities Manager 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away  
during the month of March: 

Stowell Symmes, Respite Member 

Kevin Ray Ward 

given to Respite Care 

 in memory of Stowell Symmes from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Abe Gardner 

 Ms. Ann Ayton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Barron 

 Mr. & Mrs. Al Hutchens 

 Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Cors 

 Jones Lane Elementary Staff 

 Mr. Peter Zucker 

 The Ravishing Readers c/o Martha Dinsmore 

given to The Memorial Garden  
in memory of Russell Voorhis from 

 Ms. Shirley Roby 

 Mrs. Betsy Ziskind 

given in memory of Anne Troutman from 

 Mr. & Mrs. John Rhodes 

 Mr. & Mrs. Neil Burgess 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Joseph J. Dombrowski from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Abe Gardner 

 Mr. & Mrs. John Baird 

 Ms. Virginia Sweeney 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sullivan 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Simmons 

 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Brown 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wingfield, Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Duwayne Hansen 

 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Barber 

 Mr. & Mrs. John Lovelady 

 Mr. Samuel Hoyle 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Davis, Jr 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Akin 

 Ms. Ashleigh Cannon 

 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Roth 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Ben E. Burdette from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Caples 

 Ms. Jeraldine Halligan 

 Mr. & Mrs. James McCord, Jr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Guy Magnuson 

 Ms. Linda Nelson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Kirby Klump 

 Ms. Lois Wagner 

 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Williamson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Odom 

 Mr. & Mrs. Derek Tatlock 

 Ms. Susan Chandler 

 Maureen Burdette Bird 

 Ms. Nancy Harwood 

 Mr. Samuel Hoyle 

 Mr. & Mrs. Fred Potts    

Gloria Boatright 

Clara Mayfield 
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Community Café Williamsburg 
 

Are you 60 or better?  Stay informed and active!  The Faith Community and Penin-
sula Agency on Aging Williamsburg Resource Center are sponsoring an afternoon out. 
Bring your Williamsburg friends or come make new ones.  Join us for a short presenta-
tion, Tai Chi, snacks, and prizes.  

 

Who: Free and open to Williamsburg community residents 60 or better.  Care-
givers are welcome.   

       

 What: April — Avoiding Scams and Personal Safety  

New scams targeting older adults are constantly being created . . . avoid 
being a victim!  Join us as Officer Alan McDowell of the James City County 
Police Department discusses the latest scams, how to avoid them and 
where to report scams.  Officer McDowell will also tell us how to make 
ourselves safer at home.  
 

 When: Thursday, April 7 from 1:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
                                      

 Where: St. Martin’s Episcopal Church (Miles Hall) 

1333 Jamestown Road 

229-1111 ext. 115 


